PROJECT 10073 RECORD 


1. DATE - TIME GROUP ( OCATION 


19 Apr 49 19/09002 
a ney 
SOURCE 10. CONCLUSION 


Williams, Arizona 


Civilian ALL) 


NUMBER OF © 


One a 
RVATION” [11], BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS 


Observer sighted a greenish=blue flash of 1 It app 
to be a fireball or meteor heading to the NE, The object 
traveled in a straignt line and disappeared behind an 
Ground=Visual obstacle, 


COURSE 


0 Yes 


~ No ~ 


FTD sep 43 0-329 (TDE) Previous siittonn of thie form may be used, 


2989 


Nowth Flagstaff ,Arisona 


teal 


light bulb at 25 fee 


Pirsball or meteorite (round) 
{0° sbove horison when firet seen 5° when last seen, 75 to 100 miles hic 


50 ~ & miles 


nortimestermlLy 


sight 2 secorts 


(2692 miles per second if a oateorite) 


DURAreaQ uarcer (fan cetecrs 


iinulow, Arizona, 
9 Was interviewed and advised 12 
wteorite atG.l4 hours on 18 April 1949, approxinately ten 
Flacsiarf, Arizona. Interviewee observad the Virebell froa his 
hoo, in the rear of the uuseum, while sitting in bed. (Shown a8 a square on odhibit 
4)» Gnly one (1) Fireball was seen and Informant mas approximately 50 or GO miles away 
(Approximate location of the Firvball is withih the arva covered oy the rectangle on 
Gxhibit Aje When Interviewee first cbperved the FPirchball, 15 was oporoximately 60 
degrees above the horison and disappwared at apyroximately 3 degrees Irom the horizon, 
Jonsidering the brilliance and closeness of the fireball, Li. @Mstated it vas 
from 75 te 100 miles iiihe Yo ome the Fireball for two secamis befors it faded fron 
view. The object was round in appearance, was the size of a 200 matt lignt bulb at 
5 f3et ami was oright geen in color with a bluish tail. [hw Fireball appeared to be 
aveling @ straigut course in a north westerly direction. Howrver, he advised se vas 
aah positive of the direction of flight die to his anile of observation, In as :mch as 
informans was indoors with his bedroaa window closed, he .eard no soumd. ie observed 
Do evidence of smoke or exhaust and did not notice that it affected the clouds in any 
™37e Considering the object was a meteorite, it would have been traveling at 24.2 miles 
i te Secormi.s The Fireball faded frou view ami probably fell north and cast of Las Vecas, 


ee pe te | ‘aS Seen many falling meteors, txt one seen on 1s 
ice vas brilliant than any he has seen. Informant imew of no 
other individuals sho | wad seen the Tireball 


INCIDENT 


‘ a A} Ls 8 Acri Q} - ieee - 
Date of Observation 15 April 1949 at P Interview 25 May 19k9 


Unable to estimate 


Dlue green 


Direction of flicht of ebject(s) Hertheast 
Tine in sight SiO seconds 
Slaubtly slower than falling star 
and odor Nene heard, aa observer was inside bus 


Mone noticed 


srning ob > Cbsexwer cad seen nany falling meteors, 
none this larg: o> brilliarms 


finslow, Ajxisona 


Rus Drin 
Photegrasny and Jcodworiding 


Coserver is intelligent and of yood character 


m 25 lay L9L9, it. Driver for the Continental. 3us 
System was jurterviewed end advised he observed tne fireball or meteorite at C5 oa 
74 


WS April Jaug, aporoximetely 27 miles MG of Flagstaff, Arizona, (aporoxis Location 
within the area covered by rectangle on Scciibit A)e Invormant mas ceiving a Santa 


+ 


Pa busy with hin windew closed, and was appreaching the sunlit of Waron Wheel h 


tat hown as X on oxhiint A). Tnotervlense observed 2 sisiden flasn of ligoh, ami saw the 
iveball fran 5 to 1.0 seconds at approximately <0 to 50 dagves above the horizcn. 


ons fireball was weem and 1¢ apveared to be mot over 1000 feet above tne terrain 
wwaveling a straight co.rse in a northeasterly direction. Om fireball was blue sven 
din coler and infosmant ss unable to ostimate its size. @: 4 of the Mreball 
wared to be slightly siower than that of a falling stare [nasmuch as interviewee 
was inside the bus, be ‘#ard no sounds saw no evidence of oucke or exmnust, and did 
10% notice that it affected the claxis in anypwaye Informant advised the fireball 
\isapreared behind an cbetacle. laqgPacvised te sas seen cany falling meteors, 
but nena were as larg: ami Willian as the one seen on 13 April 19:95 ‘SPR cow 
of no other imitividual who had seen the Fireball. 
been employed as a driver for tha Cmtinental Dus Systen 
aad 5 1/2 years and has seen driving the iinaslow, Arisona-ieedles, Calif 
nits route for years. Subject enjoys photography and woodworlcing as a nobby, 
«<t spends mest of lis off duty bh 2623 ab either hobbye Inrormant cas no difstonlty 
‘aterm’ ining color cr speed of objects. ‘lis avtentson Tas dram to che Fireball sy 
“3 orilliance and cleseness. Informant 248 no crinim! corr} niovs a jcod rem:tatio 
<3 “eignbarheed, is intellizenp, md of scad 


20 £ 
130330E 


OC50@15+ 112/751/33T45/003 
35+ 152/35/2511/007 
iV S4 M90S15+ 033/56/341¢2/000 
ZOCH4O 112743/33C//M 


S1 0210M E80615+1¢2/ BINOVC 
Delete one slan§ that precedes 
tha M. This character is used 
as a spacer to separate figures, 


2245M E200835+ 49/2752 
445M @65020 42/26 t4/200¢ 


I hereby certify that with the excepticn of the 
above listed correction, the data listed in the 
reports ia an exact copy of information tranz= 
mitted at the time of the weather report. 

Le. ; 
Penk ¥, Sorenson 2141 O XK. 
Official In Charge 


Weather Bureau Office, 


wxnprr 3 Flagstaff, Arizona U.S. Weather Bureau Office 
FILE No. 25-3 - APR 20 1945 Flagstaff, Arizona 
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Fireoail— 


Thompson sa#iee— 


—— The Phoenix Gazette —_ 


MONDAY, APRIL 18, 1947 


a Lighted | 
By Fiery Ball 


Yoservation 48 April lgkg 


vation & iiles Ee Williams Arizona 
Ground = in Bus 


ttracted attention to object Flash of Licht 


Vireball or Meteorite 


50° Above Horizon 12,000! 


Unable co Untinate 


odor Netw ward, as be was riding in Closed Sus 


ever seen 


weatner rencert on 


DEPARTMENT OF THE AiR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 5D-OS1/J5u/fnn 
WASHINGTON 


THE INSPECTOR GENERAL, USAF 
STH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS 
WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORGE BASE, DAYTON, OHIO 


1 June 19h9 


N REPLY Reren TO: OD 2-21 


SUBJECT: PROJECT GRUDGE 
SPHCIAL INQUIRY 


Commanding Generel 
Sir “nteriel Command 
Wright-Patterson Air Force 


Forwarded for your informtion and necessary action is a copy 
subject: "Fireball ‘ ear Plagstaff, 
April 1949," File No» 2h=d, dated 2% 
7, Kirtland AFB. 


OSI has directed the 1/th CSI District 
ice in the future, 


1 Inel 


R/I dtd 25 Apr uy 


ActingDistrict Commander 


HEADQUARTERS UNITED T sIR FORCE 
E INSPECTOR GE F 
OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVEST TIONS 


REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 


BBALL SIGHTED NEAK PuAUS Lark 


, ON 18 APRIL 1949 


w3oacer article rr 


predicatea by news article ln racenix 


sichted above san Francisco Peaks 


lagstarl, Arizona 
aast of Williams on 
sconds at 
ly direction at le, 
spproxinata| 5 ind 3 from observer and greenish 
appeared to ve «a meteorite or ball of fire and 
formant. erver umadle to estimate speed and heard 
\LL traveled in a strais} ine and mysteriously disappearea 
usverenad GEA S pas of Lutheran Church; has ceen 
ror years; is «i 9 
rnoode)= Iiniorvant well educ 
er report dated april 194, 
r, winslow tan Lanyon ana suny, 
0210, o Seven (7) indiv 
ne wno Sen SL ats Albe 
3 received s; kmew of no ons wao saw 
WQS, Secona, sicoma. ir WMO 2cvised | y 
iri of Santa ie ous in which Keverend eR 2s riding sie «new of no 
seen FIREBALL. ia Greynound sus Lines, advised they 
no buses in vicinity at time of REBALL, and mew of no one who had 
Arizona Daily sun sews article obtained and inclosed as exnibit. Mr 


» American Meteorite kuseuwm, odserved rIRZBALL at 0148, 18 April 


ON COPY FORWARDED TO 


Bar ACCICIEN 
UNCLASSIFIED 


KAFB, dtd 5 May 49, subj: 


hte 
A 


Force Beas New Mexic 


HEADQUARTERS, Kirtland Air 


Commanding General, / 


ATTENTION : TAXQ-3 
x 


Forwarded for your i rmation 
investigation forwarded from this 
; Ind to letter sam eubject as 


CONTROL NO| SUBJECT: 3rd Inécimar F -t No._______ ] FoLtow uP on 


2 - 1321 ' Unknexa (Aeria’ Phenomena) 
md 2A7SA 


ad DareD 


Dajte 
RECORDED 
SUSPENSE DATE JESTABLISHED BY ViNiTiAts)| DATE 


= Re : 


\ 


Ls 


DATE OF RaPLY| OFHER DISPOSITION TRANS? 
29 


ser 


HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORDE 
THE INSPECTOR GENERAL CRIC 


OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS ED: 
REPORT MADE BY 


REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 
REPORT MADE AT 


UNKNOWN 


{Asrial 


CHARACTER 


‘REFERENCE 


DISTRIBUTION 
{ 


| 
| 
| 


Wildwood, N. J. 


LEADER, VALDWOOD, N. J, APRIL 7, 1549 


= rl 


Coast Guards - Police | 
Probing Flare Sourge, | 


Coast Guards and WildwWow pol- | 
ice on Thursday began an‘ffivesti- 
gation to learn the source of a fare 

hich fell on the roof of @ fish dock 

Ottens Harbor. 

arl Exstrom, who is associated | 
ith the OK Fishermen's Associa- | 
tion, reported to the coast guards || 
the presence of a flare which struck || 
j the roof. \ 
Coast Guards from the Cane May || 
base in their preliminary study ex-! 
pressed the belief the flare was fired! 
from a gun at. close range. They/ 
seemed to think, boats from Ottens 
Harbor carry flares of the same de- |} 
seription. | 
| 


vars 


P. ©. Box 119 
Ni. J. 


Wildwood, 


all of Fire Seen, 
3alieved Meteor , 


ant hall of fire, believed by 1 
“¢ been a meteor. || 
of the’ 


2 o'clock ta 


area 


IUGHT PLANE 
of the m: 


ote led 


CRASHED 
tous object !! 
> report by 
to the New le County Air- 
bat they. belie: an airplane; 3 
ned. Delaware State Police | £ 
search, but could! 


Ting 


wreckage 
iam F. Mc a member! 4 
fire department at the New|) 
ie airport, saio tne ball was!) 
-green with a tail thar “poemed}| 
o@ shooting red flame.” 
{cLaughlin said that 2% frst: he 
S it was an Dianey afire 
nbting an em anding at|t 
aorth end ¢ rport: But 
n seconds the object disappear- 1 
ehind buildings 4 


L SCORES OF CALLS 


q| into the sea 


PILOT PURSUED IT 
One of tha-niiota, on a f 
ashington to Mitchell F 

said ina radio comm unicatinr: to 

the “Otvll Aeronautics Administia- 
tion's North Philadelphia 4-Airport 
tation that. he first sighted the ball 
re while flying at 8000 feet. 
e said he followed the object in 
wnward enurse to 4000 feet be- 
fore losing sight of it. 
second pilot was in the sai 
when he also 

phenomenon The two aviators 

c hen *oth lan 
later a land fleid. Their 
identities were not disclosed. 


at- Harvard 
ratory said they 
fzom residents of 
. Rhode Island and Connec- 
They saidjg-was prooabdle that 
if it was one, 


Scientists Univer 


tieut. 
the meteor, 


Two airline pilots were among the 
evye-witnesses Ralph W. Buriord 
of Syosset, N. ¥. 
son, of New York, said their 
Was. approaching Providence. R. 
+qwhen. they | sishted “the brightest 
flame.’ they. had ever seen. 

They estimated that the obdiect he-| 
gan ‘to disintegrate. at adout 4000 
feet. 


ne 


crashed | 


, and Robert C. Rob-| 


pw er ok en tm 


oem 


eet em ty ek. 


Ths observer was unable to gives any further information and knew of no ons 
On tos bus or in the community who had seen the PIASRALL. 


The observer, Reverend QMMBMMMMMBe nas deon a resident of Plesstaz?, 
or a number of years ani is Pastor of the Lutheran Church, 515 N 


Informant i3 an amateur astronomer and oymed his own telescope 
Reverend njoys a good revutation 


Arizona f. 
Humoarey. 
in [Michigan before moving te Arizona. 
the commanity, is well educated and of excellent character, 


in 
The Prescott Sectional Asronauticad Chart is attached as an inclosurs 
e% O72ice #17, Kirtland AFB. 
On 19 April 19! 
Ms Weather Bureau Offise, Post Office Building, was 
certizied true extract of the weather conditions (3xhidit 3) 
taff, Winslow, Grand Canyon and Zuny, N.M. was obtained for 15 April 149 
1) Bastern Standard Tine, 0130 Nountaia Standard Time, > 


) 


,dvised the Flagstaff waether is also given as of 0210 M37 to show ths 
rapidity with which the sky became overcast after the 0130 report. The Grand 
and O445, 16 April 


1° 
time that the 


Canyon rscort is given for 2245, 17 April 194 9 incs 
mich es taey were the only two readings taken near the FIRS 
wes stated he had not seen the FINZBALL and knew of 


no 


_— 
ee 


wnao 


‘Sedat 


The original extract of theeweather reoort is attached aa an inclosurs 


to District Office #l’, {lrtland AyB. 


a 


, 


4. Phe following named individuals were contacted on dates shown and 
pdvised they had not sean the FIRGBALL, had no calls concerning it, and 
knew of no one who bad »besrved it: 


19 April 1949, Mr Staff? Astronomer, Lowell Observatory 

19 april 1949, «& ter, 22210702, 
nize D Sua 

20 April 1949 Dr ie: Observatory Will, : 
Lowell Obdse 4or 

20 April 1949, | ent 0n. Manager of the Telepaan 


and Tele oh Co 
» Baltor of the 


2). April 1944, Mr 
Arizona Daily Sun . 
» Night Guard at the Navajo Ordance 
Plagsta??, Arizona 
Wight Guard, Nevajo Ordance Dew 


1 rh ie ope 


21 april 1949, 


Teyuty Sheriz 


touse, 
m 0001 ¢ 


LOCaTION EVALUATICN 
AIRCRasT 
Astro (METZOR) 
Other (CLCUD/CONTRAIL) 
ATRGRAP? 
DSUFTICIENT Data 
Astro (METEOR) 
UNICENTIFISD 
Cthar (BIDS) 

ther (BIRDS) 


Ludiagton, Michigan 
Said AYR, Oklahoma 
Uaity, Maryland 

Clire, New Mexico 
Sarasota, Florida 
Jicksburg, Uississippi 
Arrsy, New Mexico 
Soringar, New ‘“exico 
Camp Hood, Texas 
Tuscon, Arizona ‘ 
Catalina Island, California é ISNT DaTa 
Indianapolis, Indiana NSUSTICISNT DATA 
Somer, Michigaa : er (300s) 

Caap Hood, Taxas Mudsiol er (TLaneS/7IREWORSS ) 
Fort Blisa, Texaa i B: 

Albuquerque, Wew Mexico stro (METSOR) 


apteitey 


Lam 


LEAT! Amt my * 
2a ahaa eee 


ADOITICNAL REPURTSD SIGHTINGS (NOT CaSz3) 


ir 


me 


SCUPCES 


My 
z) 


(10) niles north of Flagstaff while indoors sitting in ded. 
was 50 or 60 miles from FIREBALL and observed it for two (2) 
seconds, FIRERALL first seen at appromimately 60 degrees abors horizon 
end faded from riew at 3 degrees, Considering brilliance and closeaess 
Informant estimated FPIRTBALL was 75 to 100 milss high; was round ia 
pDpearance; was about sae size of a 100 watt light bulb at 25 Yaet and 
bright green in color with a bluish tail. FIRTSALL travaled a straight 
course ia norta westerly direction. No sound was heard; no smoke or 
exhaust was evident and Informant did not notice the effact on clouds. 
Considering FIREBALL a meteorite, would be traveling 26.2 miles per 
second. ZIRGRALL probably yall to earth north aad east of Las Jez 
Nevada, Iaftormant !mew of no one who head seen FIREBALL eee 
been envloyed by Dr. for ll years and has beea at 
musawa for 2 and S yeara as guide and leeturer. 
arus and rock collse ting as hobbies; has no diff 
speed; ita well educated; is an smateur astronoi and of ~ 
Following individuals either knew of wno has seen 
had not heard of it, \(-—ORnagR, ouatain, Arizona; 
Cameron, Arizona; 
Grand Canyon, Arizona; Mr 
all of Yilliam, Arizona, “r 
she aid not see FIREBALL. 
as exhibit, 


néws articls in the Phoenix 
zro3n FIRSBALL traveling 


This laveetiention is predicatad upon a 


Gazetse, dated Apri! 13, 1949 stating that a large 
itrection was sighted at 1:48 4M today high above San 


= & aorthwesaterly it iz 
Yransisco Peaks, “lagstaf?, Artzosa by Gen .ssistant Director 


2f the Americ Meteor Musernn, 


19 Apr) 1249, Reverend geal, 12 Vast Columbus Street, 


2 the Lutheran Church, was interviswed and advised that he was 
the rear of a Sante Fs bus deturning from Xinzman, Arizona on 
1 1949 when he observed the FIREBALL or meteorite for one (1) or 
two (2) seconds at 2200. Informant was apvroximately siznt (4) miles 
gast of Williams, Arizona on highway 66 (designated by an X om the Prescott 
Sectional Asronanutical Chart, Exhibit A) when he saw a brillient flash of 
light and two (2) seconds later observed the FIREBALL, me FIREBALL lighted 
the northern horizon and Reysren Relieved it was aorth and east of 
Sitgreaves Mountain, (Approximate location shown by a circle oa Sxhidit aA). 
The FIREBALL appeared to be annroximately 50 desrees abovs the horizona 
traveling in an easterly or aorth ara ee. fy Taction at 12,000 2304. 
[afornant advised hs was annroximately 15 93 rron 
43 zreenisaA dlue in : apveared 
vservsr eadvised is 
timate 


+4 nant 
vere htas 


SPRY, LLL 
in Laci the 


AS Street, 


nov ati of. the 23ra, 


bbe or fhe agate fron 


Creyhound Bus Depot ‘wes 
departing from thea 


SBALL. 


observed 
ten 


28 

i 1 proxizately 

Observed the TIRE 
LGtinag in bed, 

and Info 


Ake 


ven 


pees 8) 


orizon 


rth westerly a! 


rr 
* 
fligh 


2 nor 
direction of 
Indoors with hi 
evidence of smoke 
yway. 
miles per 
east of Las 7 
but one 


seen. I 


a 


Sas, 
seen 


own 


3 
ce 


ur 
Considering the ob; 
second. 

Neveda. 
on 


aformant 


Plagstaff 
Interviewee 


{ 
rom 4is 
as 
£3 

is 


tarviewee 


es, 


Taterviewee arene se 


b 

. 
ntacte 
eres. 


knew of no 


ry 


one 


Lb or 
las norta 
home, 

& eqhare on 
apero 
itain 


served 
end saopeared 
brillience 
'5 to 100 mile 
on view, T 
J at 
appeared 
lowevyer, be 
his anzle of 
vi closed, 
xhaust and did not no 
ct 


at 
30 
4 


the 


ndow 


The 


which coincid 


wh 


Las 


Ye 


'r 
og 


bus 


she 


ed 


had 


with 
seen 


ie teorite 


20 
Taaemnen 


Tefs 
4hig 


as 


roted 


difficulty d 


(QM. esp loved by I 
4 guide and lecturere I t 
3 x + yee Informant 
P iat : ers 


hoodbies in : 
or speed of ovject j tention was 
Taformunt educate is an 


EARL BOYaR, Nanager, Tuba Ci 
thing about a f questioned by this 
; and the Indians and found 


1gW nobis 


ve 


concerning 


‘TASBALL or 


Interi 


heard 


On 21 April 
advised they had not 
one who had seen ite 
Publisher of the iillians 
@ Telephone 


Manager of t 


ce 


any } 


MASSE 


WD A 


niormation set forth rain stated 
veling in a northwesterly direction wa 
above San Francisco peal 


PLAND ASB 


Exnivit A, the 


of September 


- 


a, a photograph of the 


lagstarf, Arizona, 20 


from tne arizo 


UNDSVELOPED LEADS 


17, KIRTLAND AFB 


AT WINSLOW, ARTZONA 


Will interview Ur LES &. GUERY, 111 A Street, driver for the santa 
¥a Bus Company to determine if he saw the FIRESALL and if so, obtain all 
sential elements of i ioa in accordance with the outline for 


~% character 


1iucateds let char 


wm 19 April lays, 2 9 Castor 
of the Lutheran Church, waa 5 i he * sitting in the rozr 
of a Sante Fa bus returning fran Eingewn, Arizona on 15 A re) observed 
the Piresball or meteorite for one (1) ar two (2) seconds at 02004. informs nt was 
nooreximately oight (£) ailes cast af TALES Arizoma on highway 66 (designated by 
an X on the Prescot’ Sectional Aeronautical Chart, ocnibit A) when te ast 
flash of “Bent and two (2) seconds later chserved tne Fireball. 
lieved it was north and e¢ Sitrrea' 
‘hibit A)» Zhe Firepall 


> hertnern horisor, and ilevercxaigggile be 
Mountain. (Approxizata location shown by a circla on 
to be aporoximately 30 demrwes above the doriscna traveling in an easterly or no 

easterly direction at 1,000 feet. Informat advised he wns approximately 16 miles fr 


the Mreball and that it ras greenish blue in colore the Fireball anpaared to be a 
moteorite and the ooserver advised it wma the largest one he bead ever seen, Inrornant 
was wmable to estimate the speed of the Firenmall and ceami mo sour inasmuch ag be mas 
riding near the bus enzine with the sindow closed. lhe sky vas clowly and the fireball 
had no aprarent effech on the clouds. whe Fireball traveled in a straignt dine and 
uysteriously disappeared beldind an cbstacleae The observer ms unable to give my 
further informacion and kmew of no one on the bus or in the comamity who had seen the 


Pirsball, 3 


